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An Embargo Against Progress


China, a powerful communist country, Vietnam, site of one of the U.S.’s most devastating wars, and Russia, the U.S.’s mortal enemy for 45 years, all enjoy open trade with the United States, but when it comes to a small island off the shore of Florida, the U.S. becomes very paranoid.


Over 50 years have passed since a Cold War- era United States imposed an embargo on the once Soviet-allied, and still Castro ran, Cuba. In all this time, no improvement has come from the controversial policy. The Cuban embargo, an outdated attempt to spread democracy and villainize communism, should be lifted.

Cuba is as much of a threat to the U.S. as the U.S.S.R. still is. Only c
onsidered as hostile because it was once the friend of one of the cold war bullies, 
Cuba no longer prioritizes nor even considers harming our safety according to a report by the U.S. Defense Intelligence Agency. They concluded in this 1998 report, over fifteen years ago, “Cuba does not pose a significant military threat to the U.S. or to other countries in the region.” If the reason for the embargo has become extinct
, then shouldn’t the embargo itself be a lesson from the past?


Of course the U.S. was infuriated to see the capitalist- friendly dictator Bautista be overthrown by the communist leader Fidel Castro in 1959, but their attempt to remove him from power had failed. With Fidel living comfortably and 
his brother Raul now officially in power, the embargo has proved its worthlessness.


Jose Hernandez, an 83-year-old retired farmer in Cuba, puts it best, revealing, “there is nothing but Castro in our heads.”(Wilkinson, 2015) This was his answer when asked in an LA Times article about Cuba’s future leader. Weakening the Castro regime seemed to be the reason for the embargo, yet the family’s control of the island shows no sign of toppling over.


The policy actually strengthens communist control of the country by portraying the U.S. as a stubborn tyrant. The Cuban people are being restricted from the benefits of trade with the U.S. This blocks the flow of democratic ideas into the country. Only 5% of Cubans have access to the open Internet (Franceschi-Bicchierai). They are being harmed by the limited access to the Internet and other sources of media. Since important news sources and popular websites, including The New York Times, Facebook, and even Human Rights Watch and Amnesty international, are not censored by the Cuban government according to an article by Lorenzo Franceschi-Bicchierai, it is only the U.S.’s repressive policy that stops the broadcast of freedom. How is democracy supposed to spread when being blocked by an embargo?

More importantly, why is the U.S., with an incarceration rate of 716 per 10,000 inhabitants (prisonpolicy.org), preaching about human rights and oppression in Cuba, with a lower incarceration rate of 510 per 10,000 inhabitants (prisonpolicy.org), when they deny the Cuban people their basic need for medical treatments? The U.S. holds an overwhelming 80% of the patents in the medical sector (Kovalic, 2013). This is 80% of the treatment that the Cuban people will not receive until the embargo is removed.

This policy not only affects the people of Cuba, it’s hurting the United States as well. The Cuba Policy Foundation estimated a gain of $4.84 billion would occur if trade between the two nations re-opened (procon.org). This would come with the creation of 6,000 American jobs according to a study by Texas A&M University included in a U.S. Chamber of Commerce agenda. These jobs would make a huge positive impact on the U.S.’s unemployment rate of over 5.5% (Bureau of Labor Statistics).


The removal of the embargo would provide the U.S. with much more than economic benefit. It would launch a huge step forward in eliminating the image of the U.S. as an aggressive nation from the minds of the world’s countries. In 2013 the United Nations reported a 188-2 vote against the embargo. The U.S. and its always-supportive subordinate ally Israel remain the only countries in favor of the policy.

Ending the embargo can heal the U.S.’s currently rotting world reputation. Within the U.S. itself, over 55% of Americans support normal relations with Cuba (Graham, 2014). For decades, people have remained against the embargo. U.S. Senator Edward M. Kennedy stated in 1975,  “I believe the idea of isolating Cuba was a mistake. It has been ineffective. Whatever the reasons and justifications may have been at the time, now they are invalid.”(Chelala, 2011) It has been twenty-two years since the U.N. first opposed it and over fifty years since the U.S.-Cuba rivalry first felt its suffocating weight, and a clear justification for its existence in our modern world remains unknown. The embargo must be lifted.
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�This is fine or” the US suddenly decides to take a moral stand against communism”


�It is only considered


�The Soviet Union, which no longer exists


�Or has been eliminated or has become obsolete because there is no longer a Cold War


�Simply a lesson from the past


�Living comfortably in retirement 


�Or is as strong as ever, proving the embargo policy did not work. 





